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port a New England whaler and speculator, W* C. N. Swift, whose
wife was related to Mrs. Plitt, and the treasurer agreed to help Swift
get contracts at the Navy Department, of course for a percentage, and
persuaded Swift, who was an old Whig, to turn Democrat, to give
money himself, and to collect contributions from some old Whig asso-
ciates. Thus, funds came from outside into Pennsylvania for her
rescue. Within the state, the officers were assessed three days' pay. The
combined total from all sources reached $70,000.
This sum gave scope to Forney's talents; he sent a document into
every single home in Philadelphia, which boasted with reason that it
was a "city of homes." He incurred heavy bills for printing and organ-
ization. Hundreds of foreigners were naturalized, with the help, rumor
charged, of naturalization papers issued in blank. A flood of oratory
was turned into the state; from Georgia in the person of Howell Cobb,
from New England through such spellbinders as Charles Levi Wood-
bury and Benjamin F. Hallett, from Kentucky through James B. Clay.6
From the farther Middle West Douglas sent money obtained by
selling some of his real estate. He had not visited Buchanan, but
they indulged in a gracious exchange of notes, marred only slightly
perhaps by the fact that the nominee addressed the Little Giant as
"Hon. Samuel A. Douglas." At the same time the Middle West's
doubtful state of Indiana was receiving the active attention of Senator
Bright.7
In October came the great reward. Pennsylvania and Indiana went
Democratic, accurately foretelling Buchanan's election three weeks
later. The Democrats had won by appealing to the nationalistic and
metropolitan attitudes, in which conservatism, order, and opportunity
were the treasured concepts. They had likewise spent money, Indiana
probably costing half as much as Pennsylvania. Not only had they
naturalized the foreign-born liberally, but it was charged that they
had colonized voters where most needed, particularly in Pennsylvania,
Indiana and Illinois. Buchanan and his sponsors pledged themselves
to use all their talents to keep the Democratic party effectively or-
ganized, as insurance against the disunion seemingly implicit in a Re-
publican triumph.8